RECOLLECTIONS  OF A PLAYER
weeks in "The Long Strike." At that time they had a very strong stock company, headed by James O'Neill. James A. Herne and F. F. Mackay -were also members. Mr. H. J. Montague had been acting in "Diplomacy" at the California Theater, and had made a great hit, playing to enormous business. He was compelled to retire from the cast for a time, having taken cold, as he supposed; but his illness proved to be a serious malady. As, during his absence, the receipts of the theater had greatly diminished, he determined, against the advice of his physician, to play again. Many think his reappearance was the cause of his death ; whether or no that was the case, certain it is that he died suddenly soon after. His death was a great shock to the members of his company, and one of them, Mr. J. "W. Shannon, told me that although it had been arranged to leave Montague in San Francisco when the company returned East, a short time before his death he had said in the most cheerful way: "Boys, I am not to be left; the doctor says I can go 12                    1775e-173aws near its
